
Sermon Notes: ACTS – God’s Unstoppable Plan 

Summary: 
 
Today, we conclude our teaching series on the book of Acts, reflecting on the 
transformative journey of the early church and the unstoppable plan of God. We 
began by revisiting the key messages from the past weeks, starting with Pete 
Wassell's sermon on "Running the Race," which emphasized the transformative 
power of faith and the importance of perseverance in our spiritual journeys. We were 
challenged to reflect on our own commitment to running our race with determination 
and dedication. 
 
We then explored the significance of the Holy Spirit's arrival on Pentecost, which 
empowered the early church and led to the conversion of thousands. This 
empowerment is available to all believers, and we were encouraged to continually 
seek the infilling of the Holy Spirit to run our race effectively. Dave White's message 
on the early church's journey from a thriving community to one facing severe 
persecution reminded us to maintain faith and integrity amidst trials. 
 
The inclusivity of the gospel was highlighted, showing that it is meant for everyone, 
regardless of their background. We were encouraged to boldly share the gospel with 
all people. Dave White's analogy of sport illustrated the importance of discipline, 
teamwork, and preparation in sharing the gospel. We also discussed the various 
conflicts the early church faced and how to handle theological conflicts with kindness 
and unity. 
 
Pete Brooks' message on "Walking out the Mission" focused on Paul's unwavering 
faith and courage as he shared his testimony before leaders, emphasizing the 
impact of following God's path. We were reminded that the Great Commission is a 
call for all believers, not just church leaders. 
 
Today's message, "The Unstoppable Plan of God," centred on Paul's journey to 
Rome. Despite numerous detours, diversions, and inconvenient stops, Paul trusted 
in God's plan. His journey, filled with trials and challenges, ultimately led to the 
spread of the gospel to new places, including the island of Malta. Paul's unwavering 
faith and trust in God's plan serve as a powerful reminder that God's plan is 
unstoppable, and we are called to be a part of it. 

1. **Paul's Appeal to Caesar**: 
- Paul had previously appealed to Caesar, as recorded in Acts 25:11, to avoid being 
handed over to the Jews. This appeal was his right as a Roman citizen, allowing him 
to be judged by the highest court in the land, Caesar himself. However, the lower 
court could have released him if they found no wrongdoing, but Festus, not wanting 
to upset people, sent Paul to Caesar instead  
 
2. **God's Assurance to Paul**: 
- Despite the legal and physical challenges, Paul held onto God's promise in Acts 



23:11 that he would testify in Rome. This assurance kept Paul focused on his 
mission despite the diversions and detours in his journey  
 
3. **Paul's Journey to Rome**: 
- Paul was sent to Rome on a ship with other prisoners. During the journey, he 
prophetically warned the centurion about the impending disaster, but his warning 
was ignored. The ship encountered a severe storm, leading to a perilous situation 
where the crew had to throw cargo overboard and use ropes to hold the ship 
together  
 
4. **Paul's Faith Amidst the Storm**: 
- Despite the dire circumstances, Paul remained steadfast in his faith. He reassured 
the crew that no lives would be lost, as an angel of God had told him that he must 
stand before Caesar. This divine message reinforced Paul's trust in God's 
unstoppable plan  
 
5. **Shipwreck and Survival**: 
- The ship eventually ran aground on an unknown island, later identified as Malta. 
Despite the shipwreck, all aboard survived, fulfilling Paul's prophecy. On Malta, Paul 
faced another challenge when a viper bit him, but he suffered no harm, which 
amazed the islanders and opened doors for ministry  
 
6. **Ministry on Malta**: 
- During his three-month stay on Malta, Paul healed many sick people and preached 
the gospel, turning what seemed like an inconvenient stop into a significant part of 
God's plan. This period demonstrated that detours and diversions could be integral 
to God's mission  
 
7. **Paul's Final Days**: 
- Paul eventually reached Rome, where he lived under house arrest but continued to 
preach and write letters that became part of the New Testament. His unwavering 
faith and commitment to God's plan were evident until his martyrdom, believed to be 
by beheading under Caesar Nero 
 
The sermon concludes with a call to self-reflection, urging the congregation to 
evaluate whether they are following God's plan and to seek repentance if they have 
strayed. The pastor prays for strength, guidance, and a renewed filling of the Holy 
Spirit to help the congregation stay on God's path. 
 
### Key Takeaways 
 
1. **Perseverance in Faith**: The journey of faith requires determination, dedication, 
and perseverance. Just as Peter and Paul were transformed by their encounters with 
the risen Jesus and the Holy Spirit, we too are called to run our race with the same 
commitment. Reflect on your spiritual journey and ask yourself if you are running 
with the same determination.  



 
2. **Empowerment of the Holy Spirit**: The arrival of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost 
empowered the early church and led to the conversion of thousands. This same 
empowerment is available to us today. Continually seek the infilling of the Holy Spirit 
to run your race effectively and to reflect Christ in every situation.   
 
3. **Inclusivity of the Gospel**: The gospel is for everyone, regardless of their 
background or past. God uses persecution and scattering to spread His message 
beyond Jerusalem. We are encouraged to boldly share the gospel with all people, 
knowing that it is meant for everyone.   
 
4. **Handling Conflicts with Kindness**: The early church faced various conflicts, 
including theological ones. Paul taught us to handle these conflicts with kindness 
and unity, as our witness to the world depends on our ability to love one another. 
Reflect on how you handle conflicts in your life and strive to do so with gentleness 
and humility.   
 
5. **Trusting in God's Unstoppable Plan**: Paul's journey to Rome was filled with 
detours, diversions, and inconvenient stops, yet he trusted in God's plan. Despite the 
challenges, he held on to God's promise that he would testify in Rome. Trust in 
God's plan for your life, even when the journey takes unexpected turns.   

 

Bible Study Discussion Guide: 
 
#### Bible Reading 
1. **Acts 23:11** - "The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, 'Take 
courage! As you have testified about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in 
Rome.'" 
2. **Acts 27:21-26** - "Since they had been without food for a long time, Paul stood 
up among them and said, 'Men, you should have listened to me and not have set sail 
from Crete and incurred this injury and loss. Yet now I urge you to take heart, for 
there will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship. For this very night there 
stood before me an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I worship, and he 
said, "Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar. And behold, God has 
granted you all those who sail with you." So take heart, men, for I have faith in God 
that it will be exactly as I have been told. But we must run aground on some island.'" 
3. **2 Timothy 4:6-8** - "For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and 
the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and 
not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing." 
 
#### Observation Questions 
1. What did the Lord say to Paul in Acts 23:11, and how did it relate to his journey? 
2. In Acts 27:21-26, what message did Paul receive from the angel, and how did he 



convey it to the crew?  
3. How does Paul describe his life and mission in 2 Timothy 4:6-8? What does he 
say about his faith and the reward awaiting him?  
4. What were some of the challenges and detours Paul faced on his journey to 
Rome, as described in the sermon?  
 
#### Interpretation Questions 
1. How did Paul's unwavering faith in God's promise (Acts 23:11) influence his 
actions and decisions during his journey to Rome?  
2. What can we learn from Paul's response to the storm and shipwreck in Acts 27:21-
26 about trusting God's plan in difficult circumstances?  
3. In 2 Timothy 4:6-8, Paul reflects on his life and mission. How does his perspective 
on success and faithfulness challenge our own views of success in our spiritual 
journeys?  
4. The sermon emphasized the inclusivity of the gospel and the importance of 
sharing it with all people. How does this align with the experiences and teachings of 
Paul in the book of Acts? ( 
 
#### Application Questions 
1. Reflect on your own spiritual journey. Are you running your race with the same 
determination and perseverance as Paul? What steps can you take to strengthen 
your commitment?  
2. How can you seek the infilling of the Holy Spirit in your daily life to empower you in 
your spiritual journey and witness?  
3. Think of a person or group of people in your life who may feel excluded from the 
gospel. How can you boldly share the message of Christ with them, knowing that it is 
meant for everyone? 
4. When faced with conflicts, whether theological or personal, how can you handle 
them with kindness and unity, following Paul's example? Reflect on a recent conflict 
and consider how you could have approached it differently.  
5. Are there areas in your life where you feel like you are on a detour or facing 
inconvenient stops? How can you trust in God's unstoppable plan and see these 
moments as part of His greater purpose?  
6. Paul's journey included many unexpected challenges, yet he remained faithful to 
God's call. How can you apply this lesson to your own life when you encounter 
unexpected difficulties?  
7. Reflect on the Great Commission and your role in it. What practical steps can you 
take this week to make disciples and share the gospel in your community?  


