Sermon Theme: Consecration: Setting Ourselves Apart for God's Purpose
Purpose:
The goal is to encourage individuals to re-consecrate themselves to God by untangling from the things that hinder their walk with Him and stepping into the fullness of His purposes.
Key Points:
1. Consecration Means Being Set Apart: It is about preparing ourselves for God’s work, not just about holiness but readiness. It reflects Joshua's encounter and the untying of the colt.
2. Untying Ourselves from Hindrances: We must free ourselves from anything binding us (sin, shame, fear) to be fully available for God's work.
3. Historical Calls to Consecration: Consecration always precedes significant moves of God, both in the Bible and within the Elim movement.
4. Paul’s Mandate to Timothy: Paul emphasizes that believers are vessels, set apart for honorable use, ready for every good work.
5. Consecration as Partnership with God: We are vessels containing God's Spirit, called to partner with Him in bringing His kingdom to earth.
6. Generational and Corporate Consecration: This is not just an individual act but involves the entire church body and must be passed down to the next generation.

Key Scriptures:
· Joshua 5:13-15: Joshua meets the commander of the Lord’s army and is told to take off his sandals on holy ground.
· Luke 19:31-34: The disciples untie the colt for Jesus because “the Lord has need of it.”
· 2 Timothy 2:19-21: Paul instructs Timothy to be cleansed from wickedness and become a vessel for honorable use.
· Joshua 3:5: Joshua calls the people to consecrate themselves because the Lord will do wonders.
· 1 Peter 1:16: “Be holy, for I am holy.”
· Romans 12:1: Present your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.

Sermon Outline:
Introduction:
· Introduce the subject of consecration. Explain that this message is relevant to the congregation as we are all called to live consecrated lives.
· Use 2 Chronicles 7:14 and Romans 12:1 to set the tone, emphasizing that these calls are directed to believers, not outsiders.
· Define consecration (Hebrew: kadash, Greek: hagidazo), which means to set apart, sanctify, or make holy.
Main Body:
1. Consecration as Alignment with God’s Holiness (Joshua 5:13-15):
· Joshua's encounter with the commander of the Lord’s army signifies that before the Israelites could conquer Jericho, Joshua needed to align with God’s holiness.
· The removal of sandals represents reverence, humility, and submission to God.
· Ask the congregation: Are we aligning ourselves with God’s purposes, or are we asking God to align with ours?
2. Untying Ourselves for God’s Purpose (Luke 19:31-34):
· Like the colt that was untied for Jesus, we must untie ourselves from the distractions and sins that bind us, so we can be available for God’s use.
· Explore the Greek word lyō (to unbind, release). Emphasize the need for freedom from distractions.
· Encourage the congregation to reflect on what they need to be “untied” from in order to be fully consecrated to God.
3. Consecration as Preparation for God’s Work (2 Timothy 2:19-21):
· Paul tells Timothy that consecration involves being set apart as holy, useful for every good work.
· Discuss the need to cleanse ourselves from things that dishonor God. Use the Greek word ekkathairō (to cleanse thoroughly).
· Consecration isn't just about avoiding sin; it's also about preparing ourselves for the work God has planned for us.
4. Consecration Precedes Significant Moves of God (Joshua 3:5):
· Before crossing the Jordan River, the Israelites were commanded to consecrate themselves because God was about to do great things.
· Connect this to historical moments in the Elim movement, where consecration preceded significant spiritual breakthroughs.
5. Consecration Leads to Intimacy with God (1 Peter 1:16; James 4:8):
· Intimacy with God flows out of consecration. The deeper our consecration, the deeper our connection to God’s presence and purpose.
· Stress that consecration is not about legalism but about a relationship with God. It's about allowing His Spirit to flow through us and transform us.

Conclusion:
· Challenge the congregation to evaluate their level of consecration. Are they truly living out the new creation that God has called them to be? Are they untying themselves from distractions?
· Invite them to “take off their sandals,” symbolically and practically, as a sign of submission to God’s will and purposes.
· Consecration is not just about holiness but about being ready for God’s work—both individually and corporately.

5-Day Devotional Study Guide:
Day 1: Humility and Repentance (2 Chronicles 7:14)
· Reflect on what areas of your life need repentance and submission to God.
Day 2: Living Sacrifices (Romans 12:1)
· Consider how you can present your body as a living sacrifice to God.
Day 3: Alignment with God’s Holiness (Joshua 5:13-15)
· Ask what parts of your life need to be brought into alignment with God’s holiness.
Day 4: Untying Ourselves for God's Purpose (Luke 19:31-34)
· Identify distractions or burdens you need to untie to be fully available for God.
Day 5: Deeper Intimacy with God (James 4:8)
· Reflect on how you can draw nearer to God and deepen your intimacy with Him.

Bible Study Discussion Guide:
Observation Questions:
1. What are the actions in 2 Chronicles 7:14?
2. How are we to present our bodies in Romans 12:1?
3. What was Joshua’s reaction to the commander of the Lord’s army in Joshua 5:13-15?
4. How does taking off sandals symbolize submission?
Interpretation Questions:
1. What does it mean to humble oneself and seek God's face in repentance?
2. How does presenting ourselves as living sacrifices affect our daily life?
3. Why is it significant that the commander said he was on God's side, not Joshua's?
4. How does the story of the colt illustrate consecration?
Application Questions:
1. Reflect on a time when you sought God's face. What steps did you take?
2. In what areas do you struggle to present yourself as a living sacrifice?
3. What practical steps can you take to ensure you are on God's side?
4. Identify a distraction that is preventing you from being fully available for God’s use.

